Pyridoxine dependency seizures: report of a case with unusual features.
Pyridoxine dependency is a rare cause of neonatal seizures. Newborns with this disorder are often hyperirritable and fail to respond to the usual anticonvulsants. The diagnosis is established by cessation of seizures after the administration of parenteral pyridoxine. Reported is a case of pyridoxine dependency that illustrates several problems in management. The amount of pyridoxine required to control seizures is variable and may exceed 100 mg per day. The electroencephalogram (EEG) may not change significantly during the initiation of therapy. During intercurrent illnesses, parenteral pyridoxine may need to be given. Additional pyridoxine may be needed even when the EEG is normal. Treatment should continue indefinitely.